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Steve C. Steinwedel
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Educational Services

Connecting Body, Mind & Spirit 

CIL Update:
Merger: We are pleased to announce the merger of BPIÕs two edu-
cational services into one: The Community for Integrative Learning.
CILÕs broad mission encompasses the progressive Christianity
focus of the former Community for Progressive Christianity(CPC),
and we will continue to offer programs in that area. In recent
years CIL and CPC have cosponsored several events, e.g. Spong
and Amy Jill Levine. The managing team for the expanded CIL
organization will be composed of both groups, including Karen
Lindley, the former CPC convener.

Programs: This year has been very successful already: ten CIL and
CPC events with more than 400 participants and more exciting
programs are planned for the fall (See below). Some highlights fol-
low. We completed our first season in partnership with First
Unitarian Church and Metanexus by producing a series of well-
received programs as Delaware Dialogues on Science, Ethics, and
Religion. In our second Jesus Seminar in Wilmington, well-
known speakers from Westar Institute led provocative discussions
on Sex, Death, and Evolution. Other programs included
Meditation for Therapeutic Insight, The Life and Work of Evelyn
Underhill, Dreamwork, Buddhism in Tibet, and Stages of Faith. 

Please join or donate! CILÕs annual expenses run about $3,000
above our income from programs. We need support from the
community to insure future viability. We offer annual member-
ships for individuals for $35 and families for $50. This entitles
members to a 10% discount on program fees. You can also
become a CIL Friend with a tax-deductible contribution of $100
or more. We have not communicated this need adequately this
year. So, memberships paid in the second half of 2006 will count
for both 2006 and 2007. Please mail checks, payable to CIL, to
this address: Community for Integrative Learning,  1503 West
13th Street, Wilmington, DE 19806. Thank you! 

Community for
Integrative Learning Karen Lindley

CPC Convener

DESTINY with Alan Fox, Ph.D.
Mondays September 11, 18, 25, 7 - 8:30 PM

Westminster Presbyterian Church 1502 W. 13th Street 
Cost: $25 for all 3, or $10 per session

One question everyone asks, at all ages, is: what do I want to be
when I grow up? For young people, this is an unavoidable ques-
tion. Many adults secretly ask themselves the same question.
Does our modern culture offer opportunities for young people to
discover their proper purpose? Without a clear sense of where we
are going, it is almost miraculous if we should somehow arrive
there. Destiny does not refer to what will happen, but what would
be best to have happen Ð the best possible outcome for our lives.
Each of us, because of our unique qualities, has certain strengths
and weaknesses, tastes and preferences, which make destiny com-
pletely idiosyncratic. At same time, there is not one best possible
outcome for each person Ðbut rather a set of possibilities. We will
thoroughly define destiny, and offer examples from a variety of
cultures which represent a concern for helping people discover
their own. 

Dr. Fox is Associate Professor of
Philosophy at the University of Delaware.
We are fortunate to have in this area such a
wise scholar and teacher with deep knowl-
edge about the worldÕs religions and life in
general. He is especially knowledgeable on
Eastern religions like Buddhism and
Taoism, as well as the interfaces of religion-
philosophy and religion-psychology. His

publications fill pages, and honors include National Merit
Scholar and Fulbright-Hays Scholar. Dr. Fox is a wonderful
teacher and has received several ÒExcellence in TeachingÓ awards.
Many of us have experienced his wisdom and humor. You donÕt
want to miss this opportunity! 

by Gene Thompson 

VITAL SIGNS:Congregations Finding Passion And Purpose By Blending Ancient Traditions 
And Contemporary Action! Led By Dr. Diana Butler Bass

A valuable program for church leaders, members, ministers, priests and, yes, Òchurch alumniÓ.

Dates/Times: Fri., Sep 22, 7:30 PM keynote ¥ Saturday, September 23, 9:00 AM-3:00 PM
First and Central Presbyterian Church, Rodney Square, Wilmington, DE

Cost:  Entire Event- $20,   Friday only $10,   Saturday only $15,   Lunch $  7

The mainline church shouldhave died.Many arein decline. But someshow strong vital signs. How have they done it? Dr. Diana
Bass made an in-depth and on-site analysis of 50 mainline congregations and will tell us how. Churches are finding new
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life by weaving a lively sense of GodÕs presence with more tradi-
tional forms of religious life in community. Three interrelated
characteristics are: tradition, not traditionalism; faithfulness,
not fundamentalism; wisdom, not certainty. Come hear how
you can help your church become more vital. We will not only
hear new insights; you will get to work with others from your
congregation in a Saturday break-out session to check your
vital signs and apply BassÕ findings to your situation. For this
weÕd like to have a large representation from several congrega-
tions. Here is a lot of valuable information for modest cost,
thanks to cosponsoring grant from the New Castle
Presbytery. 

Dr. Bass has a Ph.D. in American religious
history from Duke and is the author of
four books, including The Practicing
Congregation: Imagining a New Old
Church.She is currently working on a new
book about the above findings-it will be
published just before she comes here. She

has taught at several colleges and universities and wrote a reli-
gion column for the New York Times Syndicate from 1995-
2000. She is now Senior Fellow and Director of the Project on
Congregations of Intentional Practice, a Lilly Endowment
funded study of mainline Protestant vitality. 

This event is cosponsored by CIL, First and Central
Presbyterian Church, and New Castle Presbytery. For
more information, see these web sites, www.cil-de.org,
www.fandc.org and www.practicingcongregations.org. 

THE SENSE OF WONDER
A weekend workshop exploring the quest for learning about wonder and wisdom! with Anabel Proffitt and Chuck Melchert

Rediscover Wonder in your life!
October 20th - October 21st   ¥   First and Central Presbyterian Church

Cost: Entire Event $65  Friday (7:30 Ð 9:00 p.m.) $20
Saturday (9 a.m. Ð 3 p.m.) $50  Lunch on Saturday: $  7

ÒIn the trauma of a sonÕs death, a renewed sense of lifeÕs preciousness emerged, and with it, a new kind of attention, or awareness. It
is this attention or awareness that I call the sense of wonder. Where does this wonder come from, whether in trauma or joy? Why does
it seem so rare in people over eight years of age? Why, when it seems to endow the world with a special grace, is it so little acknowl-
edged or encouraged in the church and everyday life? How can I share this gift with others?Ó Anabel Proffitt

Friday, Oct. 20th 7:30 Ð 9:00 p.m. Exploring our Experiences of Wonder
Saturday, Oct. 21st 9:00 a.m. Ð 12:00 p.m.What Has the Church Done to our Experiences? Where Do these Experiences ÒFitÓ Biblically and Theologically? 

1:00 Ð 3:00 p.m. The Wonder of Pathos and Play: The Wonder in What Is Not Wonderful.

THE WISDOM WAY OF KNOWING 
With Dr. Cynthia Bourgeault

Friday, Nov. 3, 7:30 PM, Saturday, Nov. 4, 9 AM to 1PM
Lecture, Discussion, Meditation

Christ Church Christiana Hundred, Greenville, Wilmington, DE

Costs: (Limited SpaceÐ please pre-register! 
Entire Event (Friday and Saturday) $45
Friday only (7:30 Ð 9:00 p.m.) $20
Saturday only (9 a.m. Ð 1 p.m.) $30

We are pleased to present this accomplished
teacher, author, retreat leader, and Episcopal
priest. Along with all advanced contemplatives,
she reaches across all religions to seek and teach
the growth practices common to all, including
those who see themselves as ÒspiritualÓ versus
ÒreligiousÓ. She is the principal teacher and
advisor to the Contemplative Society and she
works with Father Thomas Keating. Dr. Bourgeault will focus on
her book, ÒThe Wisdom Way of KnowingÓ. She defines wisdom as
Òa precise and comprehensive science of spiritual transformation
that has existed since the headwaters of the great world religions
and is in fact their common ground.Ó Come learn how organized
religion has lost much of its ÒjuiceÓ and how to recover it. This is
for folks of all faiths or those who simply want to look deeper into
human purpose and grow. Just go to Google and put in her name
for more information. ÒCynthia enables each person to feel personally
addressed and invited by the divine Spirit into the spiritual journeyÓ.
Fr. Thomas Keating

Dr. Melchert , a Yale PhD, has been a profes-
sor of education and religion for over 35 years.
He is now at Lancaster Theological Seminary
teaching part time, writing, and leading work-
shops. His key interests are biblical wisdom lit-
erature, history and philosophy of religious
education, and the impact of television on cul-
ture and church. Dr. Melchert engages audi-
ences with his wisdom, humor, and poetry. 

Dr. Proffitt , a Princeton Ph.D. and former
dean of Lancaster Seminary, is now Associate
Professor of Educational Ministries there. She
is currently completing a book titled The Sense
of Wonder: Pathos and Play in Religious
Education . Also an engaging speaker, she
expresses her own sense of wonder through her
poetry and drumming
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The Brandywine Pastoral Institute (BPI) is a non-profit interfaith
center providing pastoral counseling, psychotherapy and
continuing education for ministry. 

This Institute has been established to carry out a unique
counseling and teaching ministry.  In its expression of ministry,
the Institute not only counsels the faithful, but also those who
profess no faith; those poor in spirit, as well as those who are
materially poor. 

We invite persons in spiritual and personal discontent to become
fellow pilgrims on the journey of self-exploration.  By means of
the discipline of psychotherapy, we hope that persons can begin
to integrate body, mind, and spirit, work toward mutuality in
right relations, and find empowerment for justice-making. 

A special welcome is extended to those who may feel or are
considered to be Òon the outsideÓ because of lifestyle,
circumstances, choices or others' prejudice. 

2006 Registration Form for CIL Events 

By means of our teaching ministry with clergy and congregants,
we hope to deepen skills in the pastoral care dimension of
ministry and to raise questions about how faith and the struggles
of life impact each other. 

The specific mission of the Community for Integrative Learning
(CIL) is to provide learning experiences that promote connection,
health and wholeness. The integration of mind, body and spirit in
individuals and communities is our focus. 

Our broad mission also includes that of  the former and separate
educational service, The Community for Progressive Christianity,
to provide the leadership, energy, and resources that engage
people in progressive Christian theology, scholarship, study and 
worship.

One form per event please! Form may be copied, or send in hand written note with needed information. 

EVENT _____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Date(s) Registering (if more than 1) _____________________________________________________________________________

Event Cost: $______________________________________________ # People Registering ________________________________

(Deductions for members 10%)_______________________________Total Amount Enclosed: $______________________

� Check Enclosed (no cash please!) 

� Visa/MC # ________________________________________________________________Expiration Date ___________________

Signature ___________________________________________________________________

Mail to CIL  

Name(s) ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Street Address _______________________________________________________________________________________________

City _____________________________________________________State _______________________Zip __________________

Email address _______________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone Evening: ______________________________________________Day: ____________________________________________

¥ For any event, you may register or pre-register by phone or email by using the phone number and email listings on the
cover for CIL. Please note the primary sponsor when registering and register with the appropriate community.

¥ For limited space or sell-out events, we may require payment or prepayment for a confirmed reservation.

�

Addresses:CIL c/o Brandywine Pastoral Institute, 
1503 West Thirteenth Street, Wilmington, DE  19806
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CONTACTINGBPI

302.651.0223
fax 302.651.0224

email: bpinst@brandywinepastoral.org
www.brandywinepastoral.org

CONTACTINGCIL

302.651.9533
fax 302.651.0224

email: cil@integrativelearning.org
www.cil-de.org

On the

Newsletter of Brandywine Pastoral Institute
and its educational services,

The Community for Integrative Learning, and
The Community for Progressive Christianity

1503 West Thirteenth Street
Wilmington, Delaware 19806-4255

CONTACTINGCPC

302.475.2851
fax 302.651.0224

email: info@cpcde.org
www.cpcde.org

Permit No. 1387

BPI Board of Directors

Max S. Bell, Jr., Esq.

The Rev. Canon Lloyd S. Casson

Anne DePaul

Elizabeth Elliott

William F. Englehart

Drew Fennell, Esq.

H. Robert Gibson

Marcy Perkins

Steve Steinwedel

R. Gene Thompson

The Rev. D. Roderick Welles, Jr.

BPI Clinical Staff

Donna Strachan-Ledbetter

The Rev. J. Thomas Ledbetter

Contact us to:

-  Sign up for E-mail program notices. Help us save time
and money-list not shared with others, and you can
opt off anytime. 

- Delete multiple newsletter copies you may get
- Add yourself or friend to mailing list
- Change your address

Email us at cil-de@comcast.net, call us at 302-651-9533
or write us at the address on the back of the newsletter
for any of these changes

@

Coming in 2007! 
Stay tuned to www.cil-de.org for details.

¥ February 3:Clifford Smith, popular local psychologist, presents
“The Wizard of Oz, a journey of growth, spiritual awakening, and transfor-
mation” (see below)

¥ Feb. 17(tentative): Hal Taussig, author of “A New Spiritual Home:
Progressive Christianity at the Grass Roots”

¥ May: Bishop John Shelby Spong,speaking to his expected new
book arriving early next year


